
 
City of Thorold  Comprehensive Zoning By-law 2140(97) 

  13 

 

SECTION 2:  DEFINITIONS 
 
In this By-law: 
  
All words and phrases contained herein shall carry their customary meaning, with the exception that 
the following words and phrases shall be defined as indicated: 
 
2.1 ABATTOIR: means a building, structure or lot or part thereof used for the slaughter of livestock, 

poultry or other animals for the purpose of processing or rendering. 
 
2.2 ACCESSORY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE: means a detached building or structure not used 

for human habitation, but used to house an accessory use and includes a private garage. 
 
2.3 ACCESSORY USE: means a use customarily incidental, subordinate and exclusively devoted 

to a principal use, located on the same lot therewith. 
 
2.4 ADDITION OR EXTENSION TO AN EXISTING BUILDING OR STRUCTURE: means any 

expansion or increase in size of a building or structure as defined herein. 
 
2.5 ADULT ENTERTAINMENT PARLOUR: means any premises or part thereof in which is 

provided, in pursuance of trade, calling, business or occupation, services appealing to or 
designed to appeal to erotic or sexual appetites or inclinations (hereafter called Adult 
Entertainment Services); and for the purpose of this definition: 

 
(a) to provide when used in relation to services includes to furnish, perform, solicit or give such 

services in pursuance of a trade, calling, business or occupation and providing provision 
have corresponding meanings; 

 
(b) services: includes activities, facilities, performances, exhibitions, viewings and encounters, 

but does not include the exhibition of film approved under the Theatres Act; 
 

(c) services designed to appeal to erotic or sexual appetites or inclinations includes, 
 

(i) services of which a principal feature or characteristic is the nudity or partial nudity of 
any person; 

 
(ii) services in respect to which the word nude, naked, topless, bottomless, sexy or any 

other word or any picture, symbol or representation having like meaning or 
implication is used in any advertisement; 

 
2.6 AGRICULTURE: means the use of land, buildings or structures for farm purposes and without 

limiting the generality of the foregoing may include apiary; aviary, berry or bush crops; 
commercial greenhouses; breeding and raising or training of horses, cattle, pigs, sheep or goat 
dairying; egg production; fish farming; growing of field crops and flowers; market gardening, 
raising and marketing of poultry or other fowl and livestock (as defined in the Agricultural Code 
of Practice) mushroom farm, tree or shrub nursery; orchard; sod farm; vineyard; forestry; but shall 
not include vermiculture. 

 
2.7 AGRICULTURAL CODE: means the minimum distance separation formulae as referenced in the 

Provincial Policy Statement, February 1997. 
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2.8 AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE WAREHOUSE AND/OR SHIPPING: means a building or structure 
or portion thereof where agricultural produce and/or products are stored, and distributed to and 
from, but shall not include a retail use. 

 
2.9 ALTER: when used in reference to: 1)  a building or structure or portion thereof, means any 

alteration in a bearing wall or partition column, beam, girder, or other supporting member of a 
building or structure, or any increase or decrease in the area or cubic contents of a building or 
structure.  2)  a lot, means to decrease the width, depth or area of a lot or to decrease the width, 
depth or area of any required yard, setback, landscaped open space area or parking area, or to 
change the location of a boundary of such lot with respect to a public highway or laneway, 
whether such alteration is made by conveyance or alienation of any portion of said lot, or 
otherwise.  The words altered and alteration shall have a corresponding meaning. 

 
2.10 AMENITY AREA: means open space areas, balconies or recreation facilities, or other similar 

facilities in a residential or mixed use development which provide recreational space for the 
residents of a development. 

 
2.11 AMUSEMENT MACHINE: means any mechanical or electronic machine or device, or a pool or 

billiard table, intended for use as a game, entertainment or amusement offered for use to the 
public by any person for profit or gain and shall include a pinball machine, television game, 
shooting gallery or other similar machine or device including an automatic machine or slot 
machine that dispenses as prizes one or more free games, or money or tokens, but shall not 
include any machine used only for the purpose of vending merchandise or services or playing 
recorded music. 

 
2.12 AMUSEMENT PARK: means a commercial establishment or portion thereof where facilities are 

provided for entertainment or where exhibits are displayed and includes recreational uses, 
arcade, a bowling alley, a billiards parlour, a go cart track, a theme park, a miniature golf course, 
a water sports park, banquet halls, an antique market, souvenir shops and theatres. 

 
2.13 ANCILLARY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE: means a detached building or structure not used for 

human habitation, but used to house an ancillary use. 
 

2.14 ANCILLARY USE: means an activity which is supportive to and necessary for the continuation 
of the principal use, located on the same lot therewith. 

 
2.15 ANIMAL HOSPITAL: means a building or portion thereof used by veterinarians primarily for the 

purpose of consultation, diagnosis and treatment of small domestic animals, birds, household 
pets, livestock and farm animals, but shall not include long-term boarding facilities for animals.  
The term Veterinary Clinic shall have a corresponding meaning. 

 
2.16 ANIMAL SHELTER: means a building or portion thereof where small domestic animals, 

household pets, birds, livestock and farm animals are given temporary shelter and 
accommodation, where minor treatment is given, and includes a public pound and crematorium 
but does not include any establishment engaged primarily in the retail sale of animals or in the 
breeding or training of animals for gain or profit. 

 
2.17 ANTIQUE SHOP: any building used for the sale of any old and authentic objects of personal 

property which were made, fabricated or manufactured sixty or more years earlier and which 
has a unique appeal and enhanced value mainly because of its age, and, in addition, may 
include the sale of any article of personal property which was made, fabricated or 
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 manufactured twenty or more years earlier and because of public demand has attained value in 
a recognized commercial market which is in excess of its original value, but does not include a 
pawn shop. 

 
2.18 APARTMENT BUILDING:  means a building or part thereof containing at least five (5) or more 

separate dwelling units, all of which have a common entrance from grade and each of which 
has an independent entrance from a common corridor, but excluding any dwelling otherwise 
defined in this by-law. 
 

2.19 ARCADE: means a building or portion thereof where more than three amusement machines are 
offered for use to the public for profit or gain, other than a licenced premise pursuant to the 
Liquor Licence Act. 

 
2.20 ARENA: means a building or structure or portion thereof where facilities are provided primarily 

for athletic or recreational events. 
 
2.21 ART GALLERY: means a building, place or area where paintings, sculptures or other works of 

art are exhibited or sold and shall include a museum. 
 
2.22 ARTISAN SHOP: means a building or portion thereof used by an artist for the creation, 

refurbishing, reproduction, display and sale of fine arts, crafts, photography and antiques 
including furniture but does not include any manufacturing use, custom workshop, or flea 
market. 

 
2.23 ASPHALT/CONCRETE RECYCLING FACILITY: means the locating or storing of used concrete 

and/or asphalt products, including crushing and sorting. 
 
2.24 ASPHALT/CONCRETE BATCHING PLANT: means the use of land, buildings or structures for 

the purpose of the manufacturing of asphalt and/or concrete or products or objects made 
therefrom. 

 
2.25 ASSEMBLY HALL: means a building or portion thereof used for the gathering together of groups 

of persons for a specific function, including public meetings, but shall not include a Banquet Hall, 
Club or Place of Worship, as defined herein. 

 
2.26 AUCTIONEERING ESTABLISHMENT: means a building or structure or portion thereof where 

goods are sold to the highest bidder.  An Auctioneer Establishment shall not include the sale of 
livestock. 

 
2.27 AUDITORIUM: means a building or structure or portion thereof where facilities are provided for 

civic, educational, musical, recreational, theatrical, political, religious, or social events including 
an assembly hall, arena, cinema, theatre, opera house, concert hall, public museum, exhibition 
hall, convention centre or community social centre but does not include a commercial recreation 
centre, or drive in theatre, or any retail store or eating establishment unless such retail store or 
eating establishment is an accessory use. 

 
2.28 AUTOMOBILE SALES AND RENTAL ESTABLISHMENT: means the use of land, buildings and 

structures, or portion thereof, where vehicles are displayed, sold, leased or rented.  Repair or 
maintenance of such vehicles, including a vehicle body shop, may be included as an accessory 
use. 
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2.29 AUTOMOBILE RECYCLING FACILITY: means the use of land, buildings or structures or portion 
thereof where goods, wares, merchandise, articles or things are dismantled and/or sorted for 
further use and where such goods, wares, merchandise, articles or things are stored wholly or 
partly in the open and includes a junk yard, scrap metal yard and motor vehicle wrecking yard 
or premises. 

 
2.30 AUTOMOBILE SERVICE AND REPAIR ESTABLISHMENT: means a building, or portion 

thereof, where mechanical repairs and servicing of motor vehicles occurs, and may include the 
incidental retail sale to the general public of automotive parts and accessories and cars not 
exceeding six at any one time, but shall not include a Vehicle Body Shop, as defined herein. 

 
2.31 AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION: means a place used primarily for the retail sale of motor 

vehicle fuels and lubricants and may include one or more of the following motor vehicle services: 
 

(a) lubrication; 
 
(b) tire inflation, repair and replacement; 
 
(c) minor repairs essential to actual operation; and 
 
(d) retail sale and installation of accessories; and includes a gasoline bar. 

 
2.32 AUTOMOBILE WASHING ESTABLISHMENT: means a place used primarily for the washing 

and/or cleaning of motor vehicles. 
 
2.33 BAKERY: means a building or portion thereof for producing, mixing, compounding or baking 

bread, biscuits, ice cream cones, pies, cookies, cakes, buns or any bakery product of which flour 
or meal is the principal ingredient but does not include an eating establishment or other premises 
where such product is made for the consumption on the premises or a Bakeshop, as defined 
herein. 

 
2.34 BAKESHOP: means a building or portion thereof where products of a bakery are offered and 

kept for retail sale, including incidental baking. 
 
2.35 BALCONY: means a platform that projects from the wall of a building not more than 1.8 metres 

and is accessible from inside such building by means of a door. 
 
2.36 BANQUET HALL AND/OR CONVENTION CENTRE means a building or portion thereof used 

for the gathering together of groups of people for a specific purpose including the consumption 
of food and drink and where full kitchen facilities are provided on the same premises. 

 
2.37 BASEMENT: means that portion of a building between two floor levels which is partly 

underground but which has more than one-half of its height, from finished floor to finished ceiling, 
above the adjacent average finished grade level adjacent to the exterior walls of the building. 
(See illustrations located after Schedules). 

 
2.38 BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENT: means a single detached dwelling which is the 

principal residence of the proprietor and which provides sleeping accommodation for the 
travelling public, to a maximum of three guest rooms and may include the provision of breakfast, 
but shall not include a Hotel/Motel, as defined herein. 
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2.39 BERM: means a mound of earth which may include landscaping features, formed to provide 
visual and/or acoustical separation. 

 
2.40 BILLIARD HALL:  means a building wherein three or more pool tables may be located. 
 
2.41 BINGO ESTABLISHMENT:  means any premises or part thereof which is primarily used for a 

specific game of chance, commonly known as bingo, in which prizes are awarded on the basis 
of designated numbers or symbols on a card conforming to numbers or symbols selected at 
random. 

 
2.42 BUFFERING: means a visual barrier consisting of: 
 

(a)  a stone or board fence having a height not less than 1.5 metres and not exceeding 1.8 
metres; 

 
(b) a hedge or line of shrubs and/or trees having a height of 1.5 metres or greater; 

 
(c) a combination of (a) and (b) 

 
the purpose of which is to obscure the view between adjoining lots and having different uses. 

 
2.43 BUILDING: means a structure, whether permanent or temporary, having a roof supported by 

columns or walls or supported directly on the foundation and used for accommodation, shelter 
or storage of people, animals or goods but shall not include a fence, trailer, truck camper, motor 
home, or tent. 

 
2.44 BUILDING CODE: means building code as defined in the Building Code Act. 
 
2.45 BUILDING HEIGHT: means the vertical distance between grade at the centre of the front 

entrance to a building and 
 

(a) the highest point of the roof surface or parapet of a flat roof, whichever is greater; 
 

(b) the deck roof line of a mansard roof; or 
 
(c) the average height between the eaves and the ridges of a gable, cottage or 

gambrel roof. 
 
2.46 BUILDING INSPECTOR: means the Chief Building Official of the Corporation and any other 

person appointed by the Council to enforce the provisions of this by-law. 
 
2.47 BUILDING MATERIALS ESTABLISHMENT: means a commercial use, the principal function of 

which is the selling of a wide variety of building supplies including lumber, millwork, siding, 
fencing, plumbing, electrical, air conditioning and heating equipment and similar commodities. 

 
2.48 BUILDING, PRINCIPAL OR MAIN: means the building in which is carried out, the principal 

purpose for which the lot is used. 
 
2.49 BY-LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: means a person, appointed by Council, charged with the 

duty of enforcing this By-law. 
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2.50 CARPENTRY SHOP: means a building or structure or part thereof where manufacturing of wood 
product is preformed by tradesmen requiring manual or mechanical skills. 

 
2.51 CARPORT: means a partially enclosed structure with a roof for the storage of one or more 

private motor vehicles.  A carport attached to a main building shall be deemed part of the main 
building and not accessory thereto. 

 
2.52 CATERING: means the use of a building or part of a building where food is prepared on the 

premises and delivered elsewhere to be consumed. 
 
2.53 CELLAR: means that portion of a building between two floor levels which is partly or wholly 

underground, but which has one-half or more of its height, from finished floor to finished ceiling, 
below the adjacent averaged finished grade level adjacent to the exterior walls of the building.  
(See illustrations located after Schedules). 

 
2.54 CEMETERY: means land that is used as a place for the interment of the dead or in which human 

bodies have been buried and may include a columbarium, mausoleum, and crematorium. 
 
2.55 CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION: means an organization registered as a charitable organization 

or charitable foundation under the Income Tax Act (Canada). 
 
2.56 CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL: means the person, appointed by Council, as the Chief Building 

Official charged with the duty of enforcing and administering the provisions of the Ontario 
Building Code Act, as amended, or any successor thereto, together with any regulations 
thereunder. 

 
2.57 CINEMA/THEATRE: means a building or part of a building which is used for the commercial 

showing of films or presentation of live entertainment. 
 
2.58 CLINIC: means a building or portion thereof used by health care professionals, their staff and 

their patients for the purposes of consultation, diagnosis and office treatment, but excluding a 
hospital. 

 
2.59 CLINIC, VETERINARY: means a building or portion thereof used by veterinarians primarily for 

the purpose of consultation, diagnosis and treatment of small domestic animals, birds, 
household pets, livestock and farm animals, but shall not include long-term boarding facilities 
for animals.  The term Veterinary Clinic shall have a corresponding meaning. 

 
2.60 CLUB, PRIVATE OR PUBLIC: means a building or portion thereof where social, athletic or 

recreational activities are carried out solely by a private organization for its members. 
 
2.61 COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE: means a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in the 

Highway Traffic Act, having a registered gross weight in excess of three thousand five hundred 
kilograms (3,500 kg). 

 
2.62 COMMERCIAL RECREATION ESTABLISHMENT: means a privately owned sports or 

recreation establishment operated for use by private members and/or the general public for 
compensation and includes such uses as a pool room, bowling alley, ice or roller rink, dance 
hall or bingo hall. 
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2.63 COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT: means the Committee of Adjustment of the Corporation, 
established in accordance with the Planning Act. 

 
2.64 COMMUNICATION TOWER: means a structure that is intended for transmitting or receiving 

television, radio, or telephone communications, excluding those used exclusively for dispatch 
communications such as a contractor’s yard. 

 
2.65 CONSERVATION:  means the use of land and/or water for the maintenance and enhancement 

of an areas significant natural features and ecological functions and excludes the construction, 
erection or placing of a building or structure and activities such as site grading, excavation, 
removal of top soil and the placing and dumping of fill. 

 
2.66 CONSTRUCTION TRADES ESTABLISHMENT: means the wholesale or retail sale of 

construction trade products and supplies and including uses such as building and landscaping 
supply yards, equipment and materials storage and tradesmen’s shops and accessory office 
uses. 

 
2.67 CONTAMINANT: means any solid, liquid, gas, odour, heat, sound, vibration, radiation or 

combination of any of them resulting directly or indirectly from human activities that may cause 
an adverse effect. 

 
2.68 CONTRACTORS YARD AND/OR SHOP: means the use of land, buildings or structures wherein 

vehicles and equipment may be parked or stored for use in construction and/or renovation 
trades. 

 
2.69 CONVENIENCE STORE: means a building or portion thereof where a variety of household 

products, meats, baked goods, medicines, flowers and grocery items which are offered for sale 
to serve the day to day needs of the residents of the immediate neighbourhood and may include 
a video outlet but shall not include any Automotive Use, as defined herein. 

 
2.70 CONVENTION CENTRE: means a building or buildings used for the formal or informal assembly 

of people. 
 
2.71 CORNER LOT: means a lot which abuts the point of intersection of two (2) street lines of the 

same street or different streets, where the angle of intersection does not exceed one hundred 
thirty-five degrees (135).  For purposes of the foregoing definition, where there is a curve instead 
of a point of intersection: 

 
(a) the angle of intersection shall be deemed to be the angle formed by the intersection of the 

tangents through the ends of the curve, or through the interior lot lines, or through a 
combination thereof, as the case may require; 

 
(b) the point of intersection shall be deemed to be that point on the street line nearest to the 

angle of intersection. 
 
2.72 CORPORATION: means the Corporation of the City of Thorold. 
 
2.73 COUNCIL: means the Council of the Corporation of the City of Thorold. 
 
2.74 COUNTRY INN: means a building or portion thereof in which persons are harbored, received or 

lodged for hire having more than three (3) rentable rooms and licenced by the Ministry of 
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Economic Development and Trade but does not include a Bed and Breakfast Establishment, 
hotel/motel, hospital, nursing home or similar institution as defined in this by-law. A Country Inn 
shall require a site-specific zoning by-law amendment to be permitted. 

 
2.75 COURIER SERVICE: means the premises of a courier, mail or parcel delivery service but does 

not include a transport depot. 
 
2.76 CUSTOM WORKSHOP: means a building or part of a building used by a trade, craft or guild for 

the manufacture in small quantities of made-to-measure clothes or articles and includes 
upholstering, furniture restoration and refinishing, custom order or made to order manufacturing 
of articles such as draperies and blinds, but does not include metal spinning, any factory 
production or manufacturing uses which generate offensive noise, dust or vibration. 

 
2.77 DANCE, HEALTH, AND FITNESS CLUB OR STUDIO: means a building in which facilities are 

recreational athletic activities, including but not limited to body-building and exercise classes. 
 
2.78 DAY NURSERY: means a premise that receives not more than ten children who are not children 

of the owner/operator of the premises for the purposes of providing temporary care and/or 
guidance, for a continuous period of time not exceeding twelve hours. 

 
2.79 DECK (ATTACHED):  means an uncovered, unenclosed structure attached or immediately 

adjacent to a dwelling with a minimum height above grade of 0.6 metres and a maximum height 
above grade no higher than the ground (main) floor level of the dwelling supported directly by 
piers and which structure is used for outdoor enjoyment, located outside of the front yard and 
may incorporate a guard (railing) not to exceed 1.07 metres in height above the finished deck, 
but does not include a balcony. 

 
2.79 DECK (UNATTACHED):  means an uncovered, unenclosed structure not attached or 

immediately adjacent to a dwelling with a minimum height above grade of 0.6 metres and a 
maximum height above grade of 1.8 metres supported directly by piers and which structure is 
used for outdoor enjoyment, located outside of the front yard and may incorporate a guard 
(railing) not to exceed 1.07 metres in height above the finished deck, but does not include a 
balcony. 

 
2.80  DENSITY: means the number of dwelling units per hectare on a lot containing a dwelling. 
 
2.81 DEPARTMENT STORE: means a building or portion thereof engaged in the retail sale of a wide 

range of commodities, including apparel, hardware and home furnishings, dry goods, food 
products and home appliances. 

 
2.82 DESIGNATED: means heritage property in respect of which a designation has been carried out 

under the Ontario Heritage Act. 
 
2.83 DRIVE-IN THEATRE:  means an outdoor theatre where films are viewed by the public from a 

vehicle and may include accessory refreshment stands. 
 
2.84 DRIVEWAY: means a vehicular access provided between a street or lane and a parking area 

or a loading space or between two parking areas, but does not include a parking aisle. 
 
2.85 DRY CLEANING DISTRIBUTION STATION: means a building or portion thereof used for the 

purpose of receiving articles or goods of fabric to be subject to the process of dry-cleaning. 
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2.86 DRY CLEANING ESTABLISHMENT: means a building or portion thereof where dry-cleaning, 
dry-dyeing, cleaning or pressing of articles or goods of fabric is carried on and in which only  

 non-flammable solvents are used which emit no odours or fumes and from which no noise or 
 vibration is emitted. 
 
2.87 DWELLING: means a building or portion thereof designed for residential occupancy, but 

excluding a hotel/motel. 
 
2.88 DWELLING, BLOCK TOWNHOUSE: means a building that is divided vertically into at least three 

(3) but not more than eight (8) separate dwelling units, each of which has independent front and 
rear entrances from outside. 

 
2.89 DWELLING, BOARDING OR LODGING: means a dwelling in which the owner supplies for hire 

or gain on a weekly or longer term basis, accommodation with or without meals to three or more 
persons, other than the owner or any resident of the dwelling. 

 
2.90  DWELLING, CONVERTED: means a dwelling and its appurtenant lot, both of which existed on 

March 13, 1962, which dwelling was originally constructed as a single detached dwelling, a 
duplex dwelling or a semi-attached dwelling, and which said dwelling is, or is to be, renovated 
so as to increase the number of dwelling units therein to a maximum of three without significantly 
altering the exterior of the building except for required fire escapes, extra windows and extra 
entrances. 

 
2.91  DWELLING, DUPLEX: means a building horizontally divided into two (2) separate dwelling units, 

each having an independent entrance from outside or from a common vestibule. 
 
2.92 DWELLING, FOURPLEX: means a building divided into four (4) separate dwelling units, each 

of which has an independent entrance from outside or from a common vestibule or vestibules. 
 
2.93 DWELLING, SEMI-DETACHED: means a building divided vertically into two (2) dwelling units 

by a common wall extending from the base of the foundation to the roof, a minimum height of 
one storey above grade and extending horizontally the entire depth of the building. 

 
2.94 DWELLING, SINGLE DETACHED: means a building containing not more than one (1) dwelling 

unit. 
 
2.95 DWELLING, STREET TOWNHOUSE: means a building that is divided vertically into at least 

three (3) but not more than eight (8) separate dwelling units, each of which has independent 
front and rear entrances from outside, and each of which is located on a parcel of land having 
frontage on a street. 

 
2.96 DWELLING, TRIPLEX: means a building divided into three (3) separate dwelling units, each of 

which has an independent entrance from outside or from a common vestibule or vestibules. 
 
2.97 DWELLING UNIT: means a room or suite of rooms, occupied or capable of being occupied as 

a single independent and separate housekeeping establishment. 
 
2.98 DWELLING UNIT, AREA: means the area of a floor or floors in a building, exclusive of balconies, 

basements, cellars, attics, garages, verandahs, or porches, calculated from the outside of the 
boundary walls of the building. 
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2.99 EQUIPMENT SALES, RENTAL AND SERVICE: means a building or part thereof used for the 
retail sale, rental, leasing and service of equipment. 

 
2.100 EXISTING: means legally existing as of the date of passing of this By-law, where no other date 

is specified. 
 
2.101 FABRICATING: means the use of a building, or portion thereof, wherein materials and other 

components are joined together by hand or machine to create other products. 
 
2.102 FARM PRODUCE MARKET: means a building or portion thereof wherein the retail sale of the 

following products are offered for sale to the general public: 
 
(a) Ontario Grown Produce (a minimum of 70 percent of the retail floor area during the months 

of May to October inclusive); 
 

(b) Imported Produce; 
 
(c) Bakery items and processed fruit prepared on the premises, grocery, deli and dairy 

products and Ontario Made Crafts (a maximum of 50 square metres retail floor 
area); 

 
(d) Ontario Grown Greenhouse and Nursery Products; 

 
(e) Ontario made Floral Products. 

 
2.103 FARM PRODUCE OUTLET:  means a building or structure or part thereof located on a farm, 

where farm grown produce of that farm is retailed to the general public, excluding meat or 
poultry, is of a seasonal nature and has a maximum floor area of 20 square metres. 

 
2.104 FARMER=S MARKET: means an establishment or premises where the farm products of a local 

farming community are sold at retail from covered or open air areas designated for individual 
retailers. 

 
2.105 FARM SERVICE AND SUPPLY ESTABLISHMENT: means the use of land, buildings or 

structures for the sale, storage or repair of equipment and machinery directly associated with 
the operation of a farm and includes the retail sale of farm supplies. 

 
2.106 FEED MILL: means a building or portion thereof wherein farm commodities are bought, sold, 

stored and also includes drying, processing and elevator storage of farm commodities such as 
cereal grains, corn, soybeans, etc. 

 
2.107 FENCE: means a hedge, free standing wall, structure or partition constructed of any material or 

combination of materials, enclosing, partly enclosing or dividing lot boundaries or being used for 
decorative purposes. 

 
2.108 FINANCIAL INSTITUTION: means a commercial establishment such as a bank, trust company, 

credit union or other similar business or institution where money is deposited, kept, lent and 
exchanged. 

 
2.109 FLEA MARKET: means the use of land, buildings and/or structures where buyers and sellers 

convene for the sale of old, used or new articles or goods. 
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2.110 FLOOR AREA, GROSS: means the sum of the floor area of all storeys plus area of all basement 
floors, measured from the outside of the boundary walls. 

 
2.111 FLOOR AREA, LEASABLE: means the total floor area of a building or structure, including each 

storey, mezzanine and basement thereof, measured from and including the exterior surface of 
the outside walls, but excluding: 

 
(1) those parts of the building used for purposes of servicing the building such as areas used 

for heating and mechanical equipment, maintenance, security and offices used for 
purposes of operating and managing the building; 

 
(2) those parts of the building used exclusively for storage and/or the parking of motor 

vehicles; and 
 

(3) those parts of the building comprised of a covered mall used exclusively for the purpose 
of pedestrian access to and circulation within the said building. 

 
2.112 FLOOR AREA, PUBLIC: means that portion of a building which is accessible to the public, 

including waiting, serving and seating areas, but excludes public washroom areas. 
 
2.113 FLOOR AREA, RETAIL: means that part of gross floor area devoted to retail use. 
 
2.114 FLORIST SHOP: means a commercial establishment which sells flowers, ornamental plants, 

floral arrangements and other accessory uses. 
 
2.115 FOOD PROCESSING ESTABLISHMENT: means a building or part thereof wherein food and 

meat products are processed, packaged and includes cold storage all within enclosed buildings 
but excludes an abattoir. 

 
2.116 FOOD STORE: means a retail establishment primarily selling food as well as other convenience 

and household goods. 
 
2.117 FORESTRY: means the use of land for planting, management and harvesting of timber 

resources but does not include a Sawmill, as defined herein as long as the logging operation is 
in accordance with good forestry practice.  This may include the use of portable sawmills and 
chippers on site as a temporary use. 

 
2.118 FRUIT STAND: means a building or portion thereof where only Ontario grown produce is retailed 

to the general public and: 
 

(a) is accessory to the principal farm operations; and 
 

(b) is of a seasonal nature; and 
 

(c) the floor area being limited to 20 square metres. 
 

2.119 FUEL STORAGE DEPOT AND SUPPLY YARD: means the use of land, buildings or structures 
or portion thereof, wherein fuels such as gasoline, propane, natural gas, oil, kerosene, diesel 
fuel, wood products, salt, aggregates and coal, are stored or kept for sale or distribution and 
resale. 
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2.120 FUNERAL HOME: means a premise where the preparation of a dead human body for internment 
or cremation is undertaken and may include accessory uses such as the sale of caskets and 
provision of facilities for public worship and service. 

 
2.121 GARAGE, PRIVATE: means a building for the storage of one or more private motor vehicles.  A 

private garage attached to a main building shall be deemed part of the main building and not 
accessory thereto. 

 
2.122 GARDEN CENTRE: means the use of land, buildings or structures for the growing and/or retail 

sale of flowers, bushes, shrubs, trees, plants and other nursery stock.  A garden centre also 
includes the incidental sale of such items as fertilizers, pesticides, soil, pots and garden 
ornaments and may also include greenhouses 

 
2.123 GASOLINE BAR: means the use of land, buildings or structures for the retail sale of motor 

vehicle fuels and lubricants but where no servicing repair or equipping of vehicles occurs. 
 
2.124 GOLF COURSE: means the use of land for the purposes of playing golf and may include a 

driving range as an accessory use, but does not include miniature golf courses and similar uses 
operated for commercial amusement purposes.  A golf course may also include accessory 
buildings and structures necessary for the operation and maintenance of the golf course and 
club house facilities including an eating establishment, a banquet hall, meeting rooms and retail 
uses accessory to the golf course. 

 
2.125 GOOD FORESTRY PRACTICES: means the proper implementation of harvest, renewal and 

maintenance activities known to be appropriate for the forest and environmental conditions 
under which they are being applied and that minimize detriments to forest values including 
significant ecosystems, important fish and wildlife habitat, soil and water quality and quantity, 
forest productivity and health and the aesthetics and recreational opportunities of the landscape.  

 
2.126 GRADE, FINISHED: means the average elevation of the surface ground adjoining a building or 

structure at all exterior walls. 
 
2.127 GRAIN ELEVATOR AND GRAIN DRYING FACILITY: means the use of land, buildings or 

structures wherein agricultural commodities such as cereal grains, corn and soybeans are dried, 
stored and located, temporarily or otherwise. 

 
2.128 GREENHOUSE: means the use of a building or structure for the growing of such items as 

flowers, bushes, shrubs, trees, plants, fruits, vegetables and other types of nursery stock.  Such 
use may also include wholesale or retail sale of greenhouse products grown in the greenhouses 
located on the lands on which the greenhouses are located. 

 
2.129 GROUP HOME: means a dwelling where at least three (3) but not more than eight (8) persons 

exclusive of supervisory or attendant staff or receiving family, are provided with accommodation 
as a single housekeeping unit under responsible supervision consistent with their needs; such 
persons requiring a group living arrangement for their well-being by reasons of physical, mental, 
emotional, social or legal impairment or handicap, and having been referred to such 
accommodation by a hospital, court or government agency, and which dwelling is registered by 
the City of Thorold, licenced and funded (wholly or partially) by the appropriate federal or 
provincial Ministry, and regulated or supervised under any federal or provincial statute as one 
of the following: 
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(1) An Approved Home, which means a supervised community-based group living 
arrangement for patients of Provincial psychiatric hospitals who, at certain stages in their 
recovery, can benefit from a family oriented living arrangement in the community. 

 
(2) A Home for Special Care, which means a supervised community-based group living 

arrangement for individuals who, upon discharge from Provincial psychiatric hospitals or 
Regional centres for the mentally retarded, require a sheltered living arrangement. 

 
(3) A Supportive Housing Program: Adult Community Mental Health Program, which means 

a supervised community-based group living arrangement for former psychiatric patients 
who lack the requisite life skills or the emotional stability to manage under less supportive 
living arrangements and where supervision varies according to the need. 

 
(4) Accommodation Services for the Developmentally Handicapped, which means a 

supervised community-based group living arrangement for developmentally handicapped 
adults and children who have previously been living in the community or in a facility for 
developmentally handicapped persons. 

 
(5) A Satellite Residence for Seniors, which means a community-based group home living 

arrangement for individuals over the age of 60 who are referred to satellite residences by 
municipal Homes for the Aged. 

 
(6) Home for Physically Disabled Adults, which means a community based group home living 

arrangement for physically handicapped adults. 
 

(7) Halfway House for the Socially Disadvantaged, which means a supervised community-
based group living arrangement for adults who are either socially disadvantaged or who 
have emotional problems. 

 
(8) A Halfway House for Alcoholics, which means a community-based group living 

arrangement for persons recovering from alcoholism. 
 

(9) A Children’s Residence, which means a licenced, supervised, community-based group 
living arrangement for children under 18 or other relatives. 

 
PROVIDED that no such residence shall include any child convicted under the Young 
Offenders Act who has been sentenced to a period of open custody of two years or more. 

 
(10) A Halfway House for Ex-Offenders, which means a supervised community-based 

group living arrangement for adults on probation or parole from Provincial Correctional 
facilities or Federal Penitentiaries who would otherwise be living independently but who 
voluntarily enter a halfway house. 

 
(11) A Community Resource Centre, which means a supervised community-based group living 

arrangement for sentenced individuals who are deemed more likely to benefit from 
rehabilitation in a community residential program than they would from remaining in a 
correctional facility.  No individual sentenced to a term of more than two years is eligible 
for placement in a Community Resource Program.  Centres are administered by non-profit 
organizations or agencies and are subject to an Agreement between the Ministry of 
Correctional Services and the agency responsible for the home. 
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PROVIDED that except as permitted in the accommodations defined in clauses (9), (10) 
and (11) above, a dwelling shall be deemed not to be a group home where accommodation 
is, or is to be provided for one or more persons. 
 

 (a) while serving a period of probation under the Probation Act, the Criminal Code or 
Young Offenders Act; 

 
(b)  while on parole under the Ministry of Correctional Services Act or the Parole Act; 

 
(c)  admitted to the accommodation for correctional purposes. 

 
2.130 HABITABLE ROOM: means a room designed for sleeping, eating or food preparation or for 

recreation, including a living room, library, den, study, recreation room, family room and 
enclosed sunroom. 

 
2.131 HELP HOUSE: means a dwelling in the form of a trailer used for seasonal or full time farm help, 

ancillary to a farm and located on the same lot therewith. 
 
2.132 HOME INDUSTRY: means a small scale commercial/industrial use accessory to an agricultural 

operation or a single detached dwelling.  A home industry may be conducted in the whole of or 
in part of an accessory building and may include occupations such as upholstering, weaving, 
dressmaking, ceramic making, sculpting, photography, carpentry shop, blacksmiths shop or an 
electrical shop but does not include a Vehicle Body Shop or an Automobile Service and Repair 
Establishment, as defined therein. 

 
2.133 HOME OCCUPATION: means an occupation, trade, business, profession or craft carried on as 

a secondary and incidental use within a dwelling unit, which use is carried on solely by the 
residents of the dwelling in which the home occupation is located, and is carried on entirely 
within a dwelling unit.  

 
2.134 HOSPITAL: means any institution, building or other premises or place established for the 

treatment of persons afflicted with or suffering from sickness, disease or injury or for the 
treatment of convalescent or chronically ill persons that is approved under the Public Hospitals 
Act, or any successor thereto. 

 
2.135 HOTEL/MOTEL: means a commercial establishment catering to the needs of the travelling or 

vacationing public by supplying overnight accommodation with or without food, but does not 
include a Boarding or Lodging Dwelling, a Tourist Home or an Apartment Dwelling as defined 
herein.  A Hotel/Motel may include a maximum of one accessory dwelling unit (attached or 
detached) for staff and may also include accessory uses such as personal service uses, 
restaurant and banquet hall and/or convention facilities. 

 
2.136 INDUSTRIAL USE: means the use of land, buildings or structures for the manufacturing, 

processing, fabricating or assembly of raw materials or goods, warehousing or bulk storage of 
goods and materials and related accessory and ancillary uses. 

 
2.137 INDUSTRIAL MALL: means a group of permitted industrial uses designed, developed and 

functioning as a single complex as opposed to an area comprising an individual industrial 
establishment. 
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2.138 INSTITUTIONAL: means the use of land, buildings or structures for religious, charitable, 
educational, health or welfare purposes and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, may 
include churches, places of worship, public or private schools, public or private hospitals, 
community centres, government buildings. 

 
2.139 KENNEL: means the use of lands, buildings or structures where dogs, cats and other small 

domestic animals or household pets are bred or raised primarily for the purpose of sale or are 
trained or boarded for gain or profit. 

 
2.140 LANDSCAPED OPEN SPACE: means a part or parts of a lot planted with grass, trees, flowers 

or shrubbery or a combination thereof with the general effect of an open space. 
 
2.141 LANDSCAPING AREA OR LANDSCAPED STRIP: means an area not built upon and not used 

for any purpose other than as a landscaped area which may include grass, shrubs, flowers, 
trees and similar types of vegetation and decorative paths, walkways, fences and similar 
appurtenances, but does not include parking areas, parking lots, driveways or ramps.  The words 
landscaped open space, landscaping and landscaped shall have a corresponding meaning. 

 
2.142 LANE: means a public thoroughfare, not intended for general traffic circulation, which affords a 

secondary means of access to abutting lots. 
 
2.143 LAWFUL CAPACITY: means the number of persons authorized or permitted by the relevant 

provisions of the Building Code. 
 
2.144 LOADING SPACE: means an area of land, exclusive of aisles or driveways and accessible to a 

street or lane which is provided and maintained upon the same lot or lots upon which the 
principal use is located and which is used for the temporary parking of one or more commercial 
motor vehicles while merchandise or materials are being loaded or unloaded from such vehicle, 
and such parking is not to be used for the purpose of offering commodities for sale or display. 

 
2.145 LOT: means a parcel of land created prior to October 23, 1978 or a parcel of land created by 

consent to sever, or registered plan of subdivision in accordance with the provision of The 
Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990 as amended, or any successor thereto 

 
2.146 LOT AREA: has the meaning assigned by Section 3.7. 
 
2.147 LOT COVERAGE: means that part of the lot area which is covered by buildings and structures. 
 
2.148 LOT DEPTH: means the horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines.  If the front and 

rear lot lines are not parallel, lot depth shall mean the length of a straight line joining the middle 
of the front lot line with the middle of the rear lot line.  When there is no rear lot line, lot depth 
shall mean the length of a straight line joining the middle of the front lot line with the apex of the 
triangle formed by the side lot lines.  Where the front lot line is curved, lot depth shall be 
measured from a line drawn parallel to the chord of the arc constituting the lot line, lying midway 
between said chord and a line drawn parallel to said chord and tangent to said arc.  (For the 
purposes of this By-law, the chord of the lot frontage is a straight line joining the two points 
where the side lot lines intersect the front lot lines). 

 
2.149 LOT FRONTAGE: means 
 

(a) where the side lot lines are parallel, the perpendicular distance between the side lot lines; 
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(b) where the front lot line is not a straight line or where the side lot lines are not parallel, the 

lot frontage is to be measured by a line 7.5 metres back from and parallel to the chord of 
the lot frontage, and for the purposes of this definition, the chord of the lot frontage is a 
straight line joining the two points where the side lot lines intersect the front lot lines; and 

 
(c) in the case of a corner lot where a radius has been established, the lot frontage is 

determined by measuring along the front lot line after the side lot line and front lot line have 
been extended to the point of intersection. (See illustration located after Schedules).   

 
2.150 LOT FRONTAGE (WEST NEIGHBOURHOOD): means the horizontal distance between the 

Side Lot Lines of a Lot measured on a line at right angles to the lot centre line at a point 6.0 
metres back from the Front Lot Line.  The lot centre line means the line joining the mid points of 
the Front and Rear Lot Lines, but in the case of a Corner Lot means a line drawn perpendicular 
from the mid-point of the rear lot line to meet the front lot line.  In the case of a corner lot with a 
sight triangle or a corner rounding, the Lot Frontage shall be the distance between the extension 
of the Exterior Side Lot Line and the other Side Lot Line measured on a line at right angles to 
the lot centre line, 6.0 metres back from the Front Lot Line. 

 
2.151 INTERIOR LOT: means a lot situated between abutting lots and which abuts only one street; 

provided that this definition shall be deemed to include a through lot. 
 
2.152 LOT LINE: means any boundary of a lot, which may consist of one or more lines, straight or 

curved or both. 
 
2.153 LOT LINE, EXTERIOR SIDE: means the lot line, on a corner lot, which is a street line and not 

the front lot line. 
 
2.154 LOT LINE, FRONT: means a street line, provided that 
 

(a) where the lot abuts street lines of different lengths, the shorter street line shall be the front 
lot line; 

(b) where the lot abuts street lines of equal length, the street line facing the principal entrance 
to the main building shall be the front lot line; 

 
(c) where the lot is a through lot either street line may be deemed the front lot line and the 

street line opposite shall be deemed the rear lot line. 
 
2.155 LOT LINE, INTERIOR SIDE: means a lot line which intersects a front lot line and abuts another 

lot. 
 
2.156 LOT LINE, REAR: means a lot line joining two side lot lines, other than a front lot line. 
 
2.157 LOT LINE, SIDE: means an interior side lot line or exterior side lot line 
 
2.158 LOT, THROUGH: means a lot which abuts two streets which do not intersect each other. 
 
2.159 MAIN: means, with reference to a building, other than accessory. 
 
2.160 MANUFACTURING: means a building, structure or part thereof, with or without an accessory 

business office or an accessory warehouse, in which is carried on any process, activity or 
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operation pertaining to the making or remaking of an article or product or part thereof, including, 
but not so as to limit the generality of the foregoing, the following processes: 

 
(a) adapting for sale; 

 
(b) altering; 

 
(c) assembling; 

 
(d) cleaning; 

 
(e) fabricating; 

 
(f) finishing; 

 
(g) machining; 

 
(h) packing; 

 
(i) polishing; 

 
(j) processing; 

 
(k) ornamenting; 
 
(l) refinishing; 

 
(m) repairing; 

 
(n) restoring; 

 
(o) washing. 

 
However, the definition of manufacturing shall not include a Concrete Batching or Asphalt Plant 
as defined herein. 

 
2.161 MAUSOLEUM: means a building or other structure used as a place for the interment of the dead 

in sealed crypts or compartments. 
2.162 MINIMUM: means the least to which anything may lawfully be reduced. 
 
2.163 MINIMUM DISTANCE SEPARATION FORMULA: means the Minimum Distance Separation 

Formulae, March 1995, published by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
and the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Energy. 

 
2.164.1 MOBILE HOME: means a dwelling designed to be transported either on its own wheels, on a 

flatbed or other trailer, or on detachable wheels, and which is suitable for permanent or seasonal 
occupancy as a residence, except for minor and incidental unpacking and assembly operations, 
placement on a mobile home stand and connections to utilities, but which does not include a 
travel trailer, motor home, or other trailer or a single detached dwelling or a modular home 
constructed in parts and designed to be transported to a lot and where they are joined as an 
integral unit and placed on a permanent foundation over a cellar or basement. 
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 (a) Mobile Home, single wide, means a mobile home dwelling designed to be  

transported in a single load; 
 
(b) Mobile Home, double wide means a mobile home dwelling consisting of two sections which 

are transported separately and are designed to be joined together into one integral unit.   
 

2.164.2 MODEL HOME: means a dwelling unit used in the interim for the sole purpose of an 
office and/or show room and/or sales centre to promote the sale of residential dwelling 
units within a draft approved plan of subdivision proposed for registration. 

 
2.165 MOTEL: means the same as Hotel/Motel, as defined herein. 
 
2.166 MOTOR HOME: means a self-propelled vehicle capable of being used for temporary sleeping 

and/or eating accommodation for one or more persons. 
 
2.167 MUNICIPALITY: means the Corporation of the City of Thorold. 
 
2.168 MUSEUM: means a building, structure or part thereof devoted to the procurement, care, study, 

display and exhibition of objects of lasting value. 
 
2.169 NON-CONFORMING: means the use of land, buildings or structure which were lawfully used, 

built, or commenced prior to the adoption of this By-law but which is not a use permitted in the 
zone in which the said use is located. 

 
2.170 NON-RESIDENTIAL: when used in reference to a use, building or structure, means designed, 

intended or used for a purpose other than as a dwelling. 
 
2.171 NOTWITHSTANDING: when used in this By-law means in spite of, or instead of. 
 
2.172 NOXIOUS USES: when used in reference to a use, building or structure, means a use 

which from its nature, or from the manner of carrying on the same, creates or is liable to create, 
by reason of destructive gas, fumes or dust, objectionable odour, noise or vibration or unsightly 
storage of goods, wares, merchandise, salvage, junk, waste, or other material, a condition which 
becomes or may become hazardous or injurious in regards to health or safety or which 
prejudices the character of the surrounding area or interferes with or may interfere with the 
normal enjoyment of any use of land, building or structure.

 
2.173 NURSERY: means a place used for the growing of trees, shrubs, plants or other vegetation and 

may include the retail sale thereof together with the retail sale of goods, products and equipment 
related to gardening and landscaping. 

 
2.174 NURSERY SCHOOL: means a building or portion thereof that receives more than ten children 

for the purposes of providing temporary care and/or guidance for a continuous period of time 
not exceeding twelve hours. 

 
2.175 NURSING HOME: means a nursing home licenced under the Nursing Homes Act. 
 
2.176 OFFICE: means the use of a building or portion thereof, designed, intended or used for the 

practice of a profession, the carrying on of a business, agency or studio, the conduct of public 
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administration, or where not conducted on an industrial site, the administration of an industry, 
but shall not include a retail use, any industrial use, clinic, financial use or place of entertainment. 

 
2.177 OFFICIAL PLAN: means an official plan as defined in the Planning Act, R.S.O. c.P. 13, as 

amended and, unless otherwise specified, means the Official Plan of the City of Thorold. 
 
2.178 OPEN STORAGE: means the placing or locating in the open air and/or in partially enclosed 

buildings or structures of any goods, materials, parts, merchandise or equipment of any kind but 
does not include operative motor vehicles licensed or capable of being licensed to be operated 
on a highway at any time, or operative motorized construction vehicles, or agricultural vehicles. 

 
2.179 OUTDOOR COMMERCIAL PATIO: means an outdoor structure or area, covered or 

uncovered, which is accessory to: a club, public or private; a restaurant and a banquet 
hall or convention centre as defined in the by-law. 

 
2.180 PARK: means an area of land consisting primarily of landscaped open space, used primarily for 

active or passive recreational purposes or as a conservation area, with or without related 
recreational buildings, structures or facilities, and including but not necessarily restricted to, a 
recreational playground, a play area, a tennis court, a playfield or a swimming area, but does 
not include golf courses or golf driving ranges. 

 
2.181 PARKING AREA: means an area of land which is provided and maintained for the parking of 

motor vehicles and which area comprises all parking spaces of at least the minimum number 
required according to the provisions of this By-law and all aisles and related ingress and egress 
lanes and similar areas used for the purpose of gaining access to or from the said parking 
spaces and is provided and maintained in accordance with the provisions of this By-law. 

 
2.182 PARKING LOT: means a lot, or part thereof, used for the temporary parking of motor vehicles. 
 
2.183 PARKING SPACE: means an area of land which 

(a) is provided for the temporary parking or storage of one motor vehicle for other than the 
purpose of sale or display; and 

 
  (b) is of a size which is adequate for the temporary parking or storage of one  motor vehicle 

in accordance with the provisions of this By-law; and 
 (c) has adequate access to permit ingress and egress of a motor vehicle from a street by 

means of a driveway, aisles, manoeuvring areas or similar areas, no part of which shall be 
used for the temporary storage of one or more motor vehicles; and 

 
(d) may be located outside or within a private garage, carport, building or other covered area. 

 
2.184 PARKING SPACE, TANDEM: means two or more parking spaces abutting each other end to 

end with only one space having access to an aisle. 
 
2.185 PARTY WALL: means a wall, or part of a wall, forming a common division wall between two 

dwelling units and extending vertically from the footing to the roof line.  Where a wall between 
dwelling units is not common to both of them for its entire length, the party wall shall comprise 
at least 60% of the entire length of the wall. 

 
2.186 PAWN SHOP: means a building or part thereof where new or used goods or second hand 

personal property is acquired and kept for sale. 
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2.187 PERSON: means an individual, individuals, association, firm, partnership, corporation, trust, 
incorporated company, organization, trustee or agent, and their heirs, executors or other legal 
representatives of a person to whom the same can apply according to law. 

 
2.188 PERSONAL SERVICES: means any retail use or activity primarily devoted to the needs of 

persons or businesses employed or located within the Brock Business and Industrial park, and 
without limiting the generality of the foregoing may include restaurants, barber shops, beauty 
salons, banks, drug stores, dry cleaning depots, office supply stores and health clubs. 

 
2.189 PLACE OF WORSHIP: means a building set aside by any religious organization for public 

worship, and may include a rectory, manse or church hall. 
 
2.190 PLANTING STRIP: means a strip of land adjacent to a lot line or portion thereof, and treated 

with a screening device such as trees, evergreens, shrubs, berms, decorative fencing, or a 
combination thereof designed to act as a buffer or visual screen. 

 
2.191 PRINTING AND/OR PUBLISHING ESTABLISHMENT: means a building or part thereof used 

primarily for the printing and publishing of newspapers, periodicals, books, maps or similar 
publications and may also include the sales and servicing of printing and duplicating equipment. 

 
2.192 PRIVACY AREA: means an outdoor area, exclusively used by the occupants of a dwelling unit. 
 
2.193 PRIVATE GARAGE: means the same as, Garage Private. 
 
2.194 PROCESSING USE: means a building or portion thereof where goods or materials are treated 

or altered by special process or modified to make finished or semi-finished products. 
 
2.195 PUBLIC GARAGE: means the same as, Garage Public. 
 
2.196 PUBLIC STREET, ROAD OR HIGHWAY: means a street or road which affords the principal 

means of access to abutting lots and which has been adopted as part of the City’s, Region’s or 
Province’s road system, or is dedicated as a street on a Registered Plan of Subdivision, or is a 
street or road open to the public for thoroughfare and upon which substantial improvement or 
labour has been done by the City, Region or Province.  

 
2.197 PUBLIC USE: means any use conducted by the City of Thorold, Region of Niagara, Province of 

Ontario, Dominion of Canada, or any commission, board, authority, agency, ministry or 
department established by or for any of them. 

 
2.198 PUBLIC UNDERTAKING: means any undertaking conducted by or for the benefit of the City of 

Thorold, Region of Niagara, Province of Ontario, Dominion of Canada, or any commission, 
board, authority, agency, ministry or department established by or for any of them. 

 
2.199 PULP AND PAPER MILL: means a building or part thereof wherein natural and/or recycled feed 

stocks are used for the production of wood, paper and cardboard products. 
 
2.200 RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT FACILITIES: means a motion picture or other theatre, 

arena, auditorium, banquet hall, convention centre, bowling alley, ice or roller rink, dance hall or 
music hall, but does not include any place of entertainment or amusement otherwise defined or 
classified herein. 
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2.201 RECREATIONAL VEHICLE: means a vehicle used for the temporary and seasonal 
accommodation of persons notwithstanding that such vehicle may be jacked up or have its 
running gear removed, but shall not include a Mobile Home, as defined herein, but may include 
a motor home, trailer, marine craft, snowmobile or a motorcycle. 

 
2.202 RECREATIONAL VEHICLE ESTABLISHMENT: means an establishment where recreational 

vehicles are stored or displayed for the purpose of sale or hire only. 
 
2.203 REFRESHMENT CART: means a wheeled, transported, non-motorized refreshment vehicle, 

other than a refreshment cycle. 
 
2.204 REFRESHMENT VEHICLE: means a motorized vehicle which has equipment inside the vehicle 

for preparing food and requires the proprietor to be inside the vehicle to prepare the food for 
consumption by the public. 

 
2.205 REFRESHMENT CYCLE: means a non-motorized bicycle or tricycle from which ice cream, 

frozen desserts or other frozen confections, or other food stuffs are sold. 
 
2.206 REGIONAL: means owned or governed by, or subject to the jurisdiction of, the Regional 

Municipality of Niagara. 
 
2.207 REQUIRED: means as required by the provisions contained herein 
 
2.208 RESEARCH LABORATORY: means a building or part thereof equipped with necessary 

appliances and apparatus to permit the study, examination, observation, evaluation or 
investigation of substances, excluding animals and significant amounts of dangerous materials 
or the emission of undesirable levels of noise, odour, smoke, vibration and dust. 

 
2.209 RESTAURANT: means a building or portion thereof where food is prepared and offered for sale 

to the public for consumption either on or off the premises, but excluding a restaurant drive-thru. 
2.210 RESTAURANT, DRIVE-THRU: means a building or portion thereof where food is prepared and 

offered for sale to the public over a counter, for consumption away from the premises. 
 
2.211 RETAIL ESTABLISHMENT: means a building or portion thereof in which goods, wares, general 

merchandise, substances, articles or things are offered and kept for sale to the general public, 
and includes video sales and rental. 

 
2.212 RETAIL OR WHOLESALE SHOWROOM: means a building or part thereof for the retail or 

wholesale display and sale of products made, assembled or warehoused on the premises. 
 
2.213 SATELLITE DISH: means a parabolic or spherical antenna which receives television or 

microwave transmissions or other signals from orbiting satellites or other devices. 
 
2.214 SAWMILL:  means the use of land, buildings or structures or portion thereof for the purposes of 

cutting logs and timber into smaller components and the selling thereof. 
 
2.215 SCHOOL: means a public, private, religious or philanthropic elementary school, high school, 

technical school, vocational school, college or university offering educational, religious or 
vocational training. 
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2.216 SERVICE SHOP, MERCHANDISE: means a place where personal, household or business 
articles such as jewellery, time pieces, bicycles, firearms, clothing, footwear, appliances, 
furniture, business machines, locks and safes are repaired and serviced, but does not include 
the manufacturing of articles or the service or repair of motor vehicles. 

 
2.217 SERVICE SHOP, PERSONAL: means a building or portion thereof in which persons are 

employed in furnishing services and otherwise administering to the individual and personal 
needs of persons, comprising the premises of a barber, hairdresser, beautician, tailor, 
dressmaker and/or shoemaker, as well as a laundromat, dry cleaning distribution station and 
laundry depot, suntanning shop and a formal rentals shop.  The sale of merchandise shall be 
permitted only as an accessory use to the personal service provided. 

 
2.218 SETBACK: means the minimum horizontal distance required by this by-law between a lot line 

and a building or structure, actual or proposed, on a lot.  See Section 3.6 for measurement 
regulations. 

 
2.219 SETBACK, EXTERIOR SIDE: means a setback measured from an exterior side lot line. 
 
2.220 SETBACK, FRONT: means a setback measured from the front lot line. 
 
2.221 SETBACK, INTERIOR SIDE: means a setback measured from an interior side lot line. 
 
2.222 SETBACK, REAR: means a setback measured from the rear lot line. 
 
2.223 SEVERANCE: means a subdivision of land with a consent given under Part VI of the Planning 

Act, and the verb sever has a corresponding meaning. 
 
2.224 SHIPPING OR DISTRIBUTION USE: means a building or portion thereof used for the receiving, 

storage and transportation of goods and may include a Warehouse, as defined herein. 
 
2.225 SHOPPING CENTRE: means a group of commercial establishments designed, developed and 

managed as a single complex by a single owner or tenant, or a group of owners or tenants as 
opposed to a building area comprising unrelated individual uses. 

 
2.226 SIGHT TRIANGLE: means that part of a corner lot bounded by two intersecting street lines and 

a third line drawn from a point in one street line to a point in the other street line, each such point 
being nine metres (9 metres) measured along the street line from the point of intersection of the 
street lines. 

 
2.227 STOREY: means 
 

(a) that portion of a building (other than a basement) between the surface of any floor and the 
surface of the floor next above it, or if there be no floor above it that portion between such 
floor and the ceiling above it; 

 
(b) a basement extending one and a half (1.5 metres) or more above ground, measured 

vertically from the immediately adjacent ground level to the joists of the floor above it, 
provided that any portion of a storey exceeding four and three-tenths metres (4.3 metres) 
in height shall be deemed an additional storey for each four and three-tenths metres (4.3 
metres) of such excess or fraction thereof. 
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2.228 STREET: means any public highway.  
 
2.229 STREET LINE: means the dividing line between a lot and a street. 
 
2.230 STRUCTURE: means anything that is constructed and affixed to the ground, but does not 

include: 
 

(a) a parking area or loading space; or 
 

(b) any outdoor sign or advertising device regulated by the Sign By-Law; or 
 

(c) fences, service lines, air conditioners, pool pump and filters, pool heaters 
or heat pumps. 

 
2.231 STUDENT DORMITORY: means a building or structure intended principally for sleeping 

accommodations, and where no individual kitchen facilities are provided, where such structure 
is related to the temporary residential accommodation of more than 20 persons attending an 
institution of higher learning. 

 
2.232 TEMPORARY: means for a fixed period of time with the intent to discontinue such use upon the 

expiration of the time period 
 
2.233 TERRACE: means an open, uncovered level space at ground level that is either natural or man-

made. 
 
2.234 TRAILER: means 

 
(a) a trailer as defined in the Highway Traffic Act; 

 
 (b) any of the following recreational vehicles designed for travel, recreational and vacation 

uses: 
 

(1) Travel Trailer: a vehicular portable construction built on a chassis, designed 
as a temporary residence, permanently identified as Travel Trailer by the 
manufacturer, and when factory-equipped for the road, having a body width not 
exceeding two and five-tenths metres (2.5 metres), a body length not exceeding nine 
metres (9 metres) and a gross weight not exceeding twenty-one hundred kilograms 
(2,100 kg); 

 
(2) Pick-up Camper: a vehicular portable construction designed as a temporary 

residence, to be transported in the box of a pick-up truck; 
(3) Permanently Mounted Camper: a vehicular, portable construction designed as a 

temporary residence mounted directly on the chassis of a vehicle; 
 

(4) Tent Trailer: a vehicular portable construction designed as a temporary residence to 
be towed on its own chassis, with or without a canvas top; 

 
(5) Motorized Home: a vehicular portable construction designed as a temporary 

residence, and self-propelled. 
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(6) Utility Trailer: a vehicular portable construction designed for the hauling of goods, 
materials, road vehicles and boats for non-commercial purposes having a width not 
exceeding two and five-tenths metres (2.5 metres), a length not exceeding seven 
and two-tenths metres (7.2 metres) and a height not exceeding one and twenty-five 
hundredths metres (1.25 metres); and 

 
(c) the following non-recreation vehicle: 

 
(1) Industrial and Commercial Trailer: a unit having the basic construction of a 

travel trailer or mobile home, but modified by the manufacturer for industrial, 
commercial or recreational uses such as a mobile library, portable offices, a display 
unit or a mobile medical vehicle; 

 
2.235 TRAILER PARK: means any land in or upon which any trailer is used or intended to be used for 

human occupation by the travelling public. 
 
2.236 TRAILS, GATEWAYS AND STAGING AREAS OF THE WELLAND CANAL PARKWAY: means 

an established continuous area to accommodate motor vehicles/on-road cyclists, non-motorized 
uses (walking, cycling, in-line skating, equestrians) within close proximity to either the modern 
or abandoned Welland Canals.  Typical features would include parking, staging facilities, 
orientation and visitor information services, gift shop, interpretive displays and Canal related 
attractions. 

 
2.237 TRANSPORT DEPOT: means the use of land, buildings or structures or portion thereof where 

commercial vehicles, primarily transport trucks, are kept for hire, rental or lease, or stored or 
parked for remuneration, or from which commercial vehicles or transport trucks are dispatched 
for hire as common carriers. 

 
2.238 UNITARY EQUIPMENT: means any apparatus used for the purpose of heating, cooling, 

changing of air, refrigeration, pumping or filtering of water or any similar type of equipment used 
for these purposes, except for an air conditioning unit located in a window opening. 

 
2.239 VEHICLE: means an automobile or vehicle used for carrying passengers or for transporting 

goods and may include a farm implement, mobile home, motor home, travel trailer, snowmobile 
or marine craft. 

 
2.240 VEHICLE BODY SHOP: means a building or portion thereof where the repairing, straightening, 

filling, grinding, painting or replacing of body, interior and frame components of vehicles takes 
place. 

 
2.241 VEHICLE, RECREATIONAL AND NON-RECREATIONAL: see Trailer 
 
2.242 VETERINARY HOSPITAL: means a place used by a veterinarian and his staff for the treatment 

of animals, but excluding a kennel. 
 
2.243 WAITING LANE: means a temporary standing area for vehicles in association with a drive-thru 

facility. 
 
2.244 WAREHOUSE: means a building or part of a building used for the bulk storage of goods, wares, 

merchandise, equipment, substances or articles, but does not include any wholesale or retail 
sales unless specifically permitted in this by-law. 
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2.245 WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITY/SANITARY LANDFILL: means the use of land, buildings or 
structures where garbage, refuse, domestic or industrial waste is disposed of or dumped, but 
does not include the treatment or disposal of liquid industrial waste or hazardous waste. 

 
2.246 WATERCOURSE: means a natural channel of a stream, including intermittent streams, but does 

not include a drainage ditch or irrigation channel. 
 
2.247 WAYSIDE PITS OR QUARRIES: means a temporary pit or quarry open and used by a public 

authority, or any person under contract with a public authority, solely for a project of road 
construction and not located on a road right-of-way. 

 
2.248 WINERY: means the use of lands, buildings or structures for the production of wine and wine 

related products.  A winery may also include an accessory retail outlet, a warehouse outlet and 
warehouse. 

 
2.249 WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT: means a building or portion thereof in which goods, wares, 

merchandise or articles are stored or kept for distribution purposes to retail merchants, but shall 
not include a Retail Establishment, as defined herein. 

 
2.250 YARD: means a front yard, an exterior side yard, an interior side yard and a rear yard, or any of 

them. 
 
2.251 YARD, FRONT: means that area of a lot bounded by 
 

(a) the front lot line; 
 

 (b) the side lot lines; and 
 

(c) a horizontal line coinciding with the exterior wall of a building facing the front lot line, 
produced to intersect the side lot lines. 

 
2.252 YARD, EXTERIOR SIDE: means that area of a lot lying between a building and an exterior side 

lot line, and bounded by a front yard and a rear yard. 
 
2.253 YARD, INTERIOR SIDE: means that area of a lot lying between a building and an interior side 

lot line, and bounded by a front yard and a rear yard. 
 
2.254 YARD, MINIMUM: means a required yard. 
 
2.255 YARD, REAR: means that area of a lot bounded by 

(a) the rear lot line; 
(b) the side lot lines; and 
 
(c) a horizontal line coinciding with the exterior wall of a building facing the 

rear lot line, produced to intersect the side lot lines. 
 
2.256 ZONE: means an area designated on a Zoning Map Schedule and established by this By-law 

for a specific use. 
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